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y RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX C8NTBI 

FEB 0 6 2004 

Docket No. 005369/00015 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

APPLICANT: Dale Brown et al. EXAMINER Webman 

SERIAL NO.: 10/005,902 GROUP 1617 

FILED: December 4 , 200 1 

FOR: Biofilm Therapy Process and Elements 

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. BOX 1450 

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450 

FILED VIA FACSIMILE TO: (703) 872-9306 (7 Pages) 

Sir: 

REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF TIME 

Applicant respectfully requests a one month extension of time for filing 
the attached Response to the Restriction Requirement. The Action is dated 
January 2, 2004, making the first (no fee) response deadline February 2, 2004. 
The requested one month extension makes the deadline March 2, 2004. Please 
charge the extension fee to our Deposit Account- No. 19-0733. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J 





grlicst V. Linek (29,822) 




Attorney for Applicant 
BANNER 85 WITCOFF, LTD. 
28 State Street, 28th Floor 
Boston, MA 02109-1775 
Tel: (617) 720-9600 
Fax: (617) 720-9601 
Date: February 6, 2004 E-Mail: ELinek@bannerwitcoff.com 
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RECEIVED 

Docket No. 005369/0$H? 0 g 2004 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE OFFlC^f^ 



APPLICANT: Dale Brown et al. EXAMINER; 

SERIAL NO.: 10/005,902 GROUP: 

FILED: December 4, 2001 

FOR: Biofilm Therapy Process and Elements 



Webman 
1617 



COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. BOX 1450 

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450 

FILED VIA FACSIMILE TO: (703) 872-9306 (7 Pages) 

Sir: 

ELECTION/RESTRICTION RESPONSE 

In response to the Election/ Restriction Requirement dated January 2, 
2004, which had a one-month response period, Applicant hereby elects Group I, 
corresponding to Claims 1-7. 

Should the Examiner wish to discuss any of the amendments and/or 
remarks made herein, the undersigned attorney would appreciate the 
opportunity to do so. Thus the Examiner is hereby invited to call the 
undersigned, collect, at the number shown. 



Respectfully submitted 




Date: February 6, 2004 



Attorney for Applicant 

BANNER & WITCOFF, LTD. 

28 State Street, 28* Floor 

Boston, MA 02109-1775 

Tel: (617) 720-9600 

Fax: (617) 720-9601 

E-Mail: ELinek@bannerwitcoCF.com 
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Restriction Response 
U.S.S.N. 10/005,902 
Page No. 2 

CLAIM LISTING: 

Following entry of this response, the status of the claims in this 
application will be as follows: 

1. (Original) A self-treatment process for periodontal patients with 
gingival detachment of about 3 mm and greater, comprising regularly physically 
removing biofilms from supragingival, interproximal and subgingival tooth 
surfaces by sequentially administering soft abrasives into said biofilms using 
toothbrushing, proxy brushing and flossing devices. 

2. (Original) A self-treatment process for periodontal patients with 
gingival detachment of about 3 mm and greater and with a risk of heart 
disease, comprising regularly physically removing biofilms from supragingival, 
interproximal and subgingival tooth surfaces and simultaneously controlling 
inflammation related substances associated with heart disease by sequentially 
administering soft abrasives onto: 

a. supragingival tooth surfaces with toothbrushing, 

b. interproximal tooth surfaces with proxy brushing, and 

c. interproximal and subgingival surfaces with flossing. 

3. (Original) The process of Claim 2, wherein: 

a. toothbrushing is carried out with a ribbed and grooved toothbrush 
in combination with a soft abrasive containing toothpaste, wherein 
the combination physically works soft abrasive into supragingival 
plaque, 

b. proxy brushing interproximal spaces not reached with 
toothbrushing is carried out with a ribbed and grooved bristled 
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Restriction Response 
U.S.S.N. 10/005,902 
Page No. 3 

proxy brush in combination with a soft abrasive containing proxy 
gel, wherein the combination physically works soft abrasive into 
interproximal biofilms, and 
c. flossing subgingival and interproximal spaces not reached by 

toothbrushing and proxy brushing is carried out with an 
interproximal and subgingival flossing device containing releasable 
soft abrasive, wherein said device physically works released soft 
abrasives into interproximal and subgingival biofilms. 

4. (Original) The process of Claim 3, wherein said proxy gel contains a 
therapeutic substance selected from the group consisting of fluoride, cetyl 
pyridinium chloride, triclosan, chlorhexidine digluconate, metronidazole, 
doxycycline, tetracycline, minocycline and mixtures thereof. 

5. (Original) The process of Claim 3, wherein said flossing device 
contains a releasable therapeutic substance selected from the group consisting 
of fluoride, cetyl pyridinium chloride, triclosan, chlorhexidine digluconate, 
metronidazole, doxycycline, tetracycline, minocycline and mixtures thereof, 

6. (Original) The process of Claim 3, wherein said flossing device is 
selected from the group consisting of multifilament floss, texturized 
multifilament floss, PTFE tape and elastomeric tape. 

7. (Original) The process of Claim 2, wherein said proxy gel and said 
flossing device each contain an inflammation related substance associated with 
heart disease. 

8. (Withdrawn) A system adapted for self-administering soft abrasive onto 
biofilms on the supragingival, interproximal and subgingival tooth surfaces of 
periodontal patients with gingival detachment of at least about 3 mm, said 
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Restriction Response 
tLS.S.N. 10/005,902 
Page No. 4 



system comprising two or more devices selected from the group consisting of 
toothbrushes, proxy brushes and flossing devices and combinations thereof. 



REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY BLANK 
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Office Action Response 
U.S.S.N. 10/005,902 
Page No. 5 



REMARKS 



Claims 1-8 were pending in this application. In the Election/Restriction 
Action dated January 2, 2004, the Examiner requested election of one of two 
groups: 

Group I - "Claims 1-7, are drawn to a process of using, classified in class 
514, subclass 656"; or 

Group II - "Claim 8 is, drawn to a composition, classified in class 15, 
subclass 167. 1" 

By this response, Applicant has elected Group I without traverse. 
Applicant reserves the right to file an appropriate continuing application 
directed to the claims of Group II. 

Allowance of Group I is respectfully requested. 



The undersigned hereby certifies that this correspondence was submitted 
by facsimile in the USPTO on the date shown on Page 1, 



CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 
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Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1993, no persons are required to respond 
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